HfTRODUCTORr NOTE

In the four preceding chapters the reader has been made acquainted with
German philosophy^ or? as the Germans more correctly call it^ their
philosophic Weltanschauung, with the conception of the Nation of
'Rulers'j and the cognate idea of Lebensrauiru We now turn to a
sphere better known to the Western European reader^ namely^ the
methods by which Germany wages war. This and the last chapter
might well be jointly called 'German Thought Translated into Jctim*.
Translated into action that thought is still more terrible than when it
remains pure theory. It is stamped with the same bnttality^ the same
lack of scruple^ and the same disregard of other nations. The civilian
population of Belgium and Northern France in the years 1914 to Jpz#
could have given the finest testimony to the tndh>for these occupied areas
were shown the Germans' real features. The same period will provide
the British and American public with memories of the fate of unarmed
people sunk in the Atlantic without warning by German U-boats.

During the present war still more terrible testimony to the truth can
be given by the civilian populations of Poland^ Czecho-slovakia^ Holland^
Belgium^ France^ and the bombed British towns and cities. If the
unarmed civilian population murdered by young German airmen could
rise from their graves and cry out not for vengeance^ bid for justice^
would not their voices drown all those which are raised in a plea for
pity on the German nation 'terrorised? by Hitler? Jt whose hands have
Jifty thousand people perished in fFarsaw and tens of thottsands in
Rotterdam? By whom were thousands of civilian refugees, eld men^
women^ and children^ machine-gunned as they crowded along the roads
of Poland^ Belgium^ and France? Who are raining bombs on London
and other British cities? Who fred torpedoes to sink ships carrying
British children across the Atlantic to safety? Are not all these men
members of the 'drab mass* of Germans, who thus for the second time
in twenty-five years are practising the teaching on which they have been
nurtured for the past hundred years?

Both this chapter and Chapter 711 could be expanded to encyclopaedic
dimensions. We wish to select only a small part of the material avail-
able^ if only to preserve the balance of our book.
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